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alterations were in consequence made, and the Bill as
amended was passed by the Imperial Parliament in 1877.
The Act, which was merely an enabling one, followed in
its main lines the provisions of the British North America
Act, except that, doubtless in the interests of the natives,
it gave more extensive powers to the Home Government to
disallow provincial statutes. The Act was never put in
force, and in 1882 ceased to have effect by efflux of time, so
that its importance in the history of the subject is slight.
Meanwhile another question was coming into prominence
which was to put back the clock of union for more than
thirty years. At first it seemed as if the war between the
Transvaal Eepublic and the natives was moving things in
the direction of the union of South Africa ; but it proved
in the long run that racial jealousies between Europeans
were stronger than the sense of a common peril from the
natives. The annexation of the Transvaal may or may
not have been at the time a necessity; it may or may not
have been an act of political wisdom; but arousing as it
did, at least after the first, and when the Zulu power had
been put down by British arms, a fierce spirit of Dutch
Afrikander patriotism, it shut the door for many years to
any proposals for closer union. It is obvious that the
circumstances under which the Transvaal regained its
independence, and the fact that the outcome of that inde-
pendence was the emergence of a powerful Eepublic
intensely hostile to Great Britain, and ready to enter into
the lists with her for the hegemony of South Africa,
seemed to put off all chances of closer union to the Greek
Kalends. The discovery of gold in the Kand gave to the
Transvaal the sinews of war; but while reaping the full
benefit of the gold mines, the Boer Eepublic was not willing
to give to the alien population of the Band the full rights
of citizenship. Great Britain, as the paramount power,
claimed to have a voice on behalf of the outlanders* claims;
and though the fiasco of the Jameson raid for some time